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• Increased consumer demand 
for sustainable products: B2B, B2C

• Economic & environmental 
inefficiencies in the supply chain

• Emerging global regulations

• Need to enhance scientific 
understanding  of social and 
environmental impacts & benefits

• Inconsistent measures and 
reporting

The Current Situation



The Sustainability Consortium is working towards a more sustainable future, driving improved consumer product 
sustainability and creating benefits for manufacturers, retailers, consumers, and the planet. Our working groups 
and initiatives are collaborating to build globally accepted standardized measurement and reporting.

How our Work Benefits Everyone



The Sustainability Consortium
Vision
Long-term desired state
To be an independent organization of diverse global participants 
contributing to a more sustainable world through better products, 
consumption, and supply chains.

Mission
The way we achieve the vision
To develop and promote science and integrated tools that 
improve informed decision making for product sustainability.

Values
Shared Amongst Stakeholders

• Collaboration of diverse participants
• Scientific integrity
• Comprehensiveness and holism
• Transparency and accessibility
• Progress and solutions orientation



Some of the members…



… and more



Academic Partners



The Sustainability Consortium
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Standards 
Development 
for Business 
Application

Informing 
Decision 
Makers

We Provide Science and Tools for:



Drivers for Standardized Sustainability 
Measurement and Reporting

• Retailer versus Supply Chain
• Need for “apples to apples” comparisons
• External pressures leading to Eco-labeling
• Eco-labeling causing confusion
• Government Regulations (US & International)
• Systems versus Sectors (Food and Non-Food make up 

41% of GHG in US)



What is an SMRS?
• Sustainability Measurement

and Reporting Standard based on LCA

• Establishes a foundation that allows
business to business, business to retail
and business to consumer reporting.

• It addresses the questions:
– What sustainability measures or attributes 

should be captured?
– How should they be measured?
– How should they be reported?

Standards Development for Business Application



How is an SMRS developed?
• TSC Sectors develop and validate SMRS

• Expanding with new sectors

• TSC Sector Coordinator and stakeholders: industry members, academics, NGOs 
and Government agencies.

• ISO 14020 Environmental labels and declarations — General principles
Valid, verified, scientifically-based, transparent, life-cycle based, innovation 
focused, multi-stakeholder developed, accessible 

Standards Development for Business Application



How can an SMRS be used?

• Use a Consistent Framework for Benchmarking and Goal Tracking
• Prioritize Opportunities & Risks in Supply Chains and Product Life Cycles
• Measure the Footprint of Your Products
• Compare your products to an industry average  model
• Ask the Right Questions of Your Suppliers and of Your Internal Operations
• Evaluate Decisions Based on Impact Triggers
• Alter the model to suit your specific supply chains and product features, or

specific design alternatives
• Focus the Allocation of Your Resources Where You Can Capture the Most Value
• Differentiate your product from the industry average

Standards Development for Business Application



• The TSC is developing a Sustainability Product Declaration 
Program as defined by ISO14025 Environmental labels and 
declarations – Type III environmental declarations.

• TSC includes more than environmental aspects so we are 
calling the SMRS an ISO Type III+. This will:
o Provide consistent and accepted terminology. 
o Provide an internationally recognized framework for development of 

future SMRSs. 
o Allow for incorporation of ISO 14024 compliant Type I Ecolabels (e.g. 

MSC) to be used as potential sustainability indicators. 
o Provide more structure to the verification process. 

TSC and International Standards
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Relation with other certification programs
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Sustainability Measurement & Reporting Standard



Example of Product Category Baseline Model



Example of Product Category Baseline Model



Example of Product Category Baseline Model



Example of Product Category Baseline Model



1. Strategic plan published in October
2010 on TSC website

2. European expansion of  project

during 2011

3. Ecolabel landscape report (part 1) 
published in October 2010 on TSC 
website

4. Recognition of selected ecolabels as 
SPD during 2011

Update last FBA meeting



1. Sustainability Measurement & Reporting 
Standards (SMRS) by Sector

2. Create a Data & IT Ecosystem (integrated 
data sharing environment)

3. Integration of 1 & 2 to demonstrate practical 
application of SMRS embedded in IT tools

Focus 2011



Thank You
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